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chose to attack the supremacy were still liable to the
penalties of treason on the third offence.

Worship was settled with equal expedition by the
Act of Uniformity (April 1559), which imposed the
second or more Protestant Prayer-book of Edward VI,
but with a few very important alterations. A de-
precation in the Litany of " the tyranny of the Bishop
of Eome and all his detestable enormities," and a
rubric which declared that by kneeling at the Com-
munion no adoration was intended to any real and
essential presence of Christ, were expunged. The
words of administration in the present communion
service consist of two sentences. The first sentence,
implying real presence, belonged to Edward's first
Prayer-book; the second, implying mere commemora-
tion, belonged to his second Prayer-book. The Prayer-
book of 1559 simply pieced the two together, with a
view to satisfy both Catholics and Protestants. Lastly,
the vestments prescribed in Edward's first Prayer-book
were retained till further notice. These alterations of
Edward's second Prayer-book, all of them designed to
propitiate the Catholics, were dictated by Elizabeth
herself. In all this legislation Convocation was entirely
ignored. Both its houses showed themselves strongly
Catholic. But their opinion was not asked, and no
notice was taken of their remonstrances.^

While determining that England should have a
purely national Church, and for that reason casting
in her lot with the Protestants, Elizabeth, as we have
seen, made very considerable sacrifices of logic and
consistency in order to induce Catholics to conform.
Like a strong and wise statesman, she did not allow